
 

 
 

Friday 1st May 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your family are all well and safe. I am aware that some of our families have had 
relatives and friends affected by the virus and everyone at Manchester Academy sends you our very 
best wishes. Please see some important messages below.  
 
Virtual Academy – online learning  
 
All students should now be attending the Manchester Academy online school for two lessons every 
day, one at 10.30am and one at 1.30pm. We have seen a significant growth in students attending 
this week – thank you so much for your support with this. We have also started to distribute 
Chromebook laptops to some families where we know digital access is a problem and we will 
continue to support here as we order more devices. We do not want our students falling behind so 
we are also posting homework packs to families, especially Pathways and Induction students. To put 
all this in place has been a terrific effort from Manchester Academy staff and I am so grateful for 
their hard work and commitment. It is so important that students keep learning and keep engaged.  
 
Manchester Magic  
 
Each week, two of our subjects will be setting additional challenges and fun activities. Our 
Manchester Magic would be a great way for you to be involved and either join in or support your 
child to take part.  Our first week of Manchester Magic is focused on PE and Art – please ask the 
children to share today’s assembly for more information. There will be prizes each week of online 
vouchers and we will publish the best results on our Twitter/Instagram and Facebook pages. We will 
also be starting our Award-Winning Fiction Programme next week in a new online version of our 
brilliant tutor led reading programme.  
 
Free School Meals  
The national free school meal scheme has been frustrating in terms of getting it up and running but 
families whose children who are in receipt of free school meals should now have received vouchers 
via email and for some families through the post. Obviously, at the present time, postal services are 
affected and therefore it is faster and safer to receive the voucher by email. Please can you let the 
school office know if we do not have your email address – this is vital even if you are not receiving 
free school meals.  



   
 

 

The strength of the whole Manchester Academy community at this difficult time has been incredible. 
We are trying hard to keep in touch – every child should receive three E-Assemblies a week, one 
from their Director of Culture and Character and two a week from me. Lots of our work, resources 
and support is available from our website and please follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook 
to keep in touch.  
We are hoping to see our students in the near future, until then please keep safe and well.  
 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

Year 7 

Year 7 are catching everything we throw at them with such confidence, commitment and 
determination which continues to both astound and inspire me!  

Last week we saw the launch of the formal E-Learning timetable, which Year 7 adapted to incredibly 
well! This week we saw an increase in students attending E-lessons and this came at the perfect time 
as we launched the E-Learning ATL (Attitude to Learning) grades and again, Year 7 have immediately 
jumped on board – well done Year 7!  

Students are navigating the online learning platforms with confidence and respect. All students have 
taken on board my advice with regards to online etiquette and are not only making the most of their 
learning opportunities by making insightful comments and asking thought provoking questions but 
are doing so with the most impeccable manners. I have been delighted to see so many students 
embody the key quality I regularly discuss in assemblies: ‘gratitude’ and thanking their teachers for 
the engaging and exciting online lessons.  

This week as I am writing this I smile when I remember several moments from the week. I saw two 
students debating on teams what their favourite online class was, one chose Art and another English 
(woo!). This discussion made me smile as it proved that Year 7 are not only engaging with their 
learning but enjoying it and living it. I also had contact from two students who had been struggling to 
access the online platforms and they expressed joy in finally being a part of the online learning 
community and revelled in connecting with their peers – it was truly heart-warming! A final moment 
which not only made me smile but laugh out loud, was when a student argued that him not being 
able to beat me on the 1 – 50 in 60 game was because I was a “hacker” and a “robot”! I share these 
moments with the intent of making you smile the way I did but also to lead me into my next part of 
the bulletin… thank you!  

Thank you again for encouraging, supporting and lifting your children up at a time which is incredibly 
difficult and thank you for keeping them happy, enthusiastic and kind so that they can spread that 
kindness with me, their peers and the whole school community! Thank you also for not giving up and 
for engaging with our support in any way we offer it. I recognise that not having online access can be 
frustrating and challenging, but parents have not let this defeat them!  



   
 

 

I spoke to Mr Ahmed (Leader of Climate and Behaviour for Year 7) on Tuesday and he was on cloud 
nine having spoken to so many parents and students on the phone the previous day. He too wishes 
to share his thanks for the support and care parents showed on the phone calls he made. He sent 
out several work packs to students without internet access and pointed others having difficulties in 
the right direction for help!  

Things really are picking up pace and we are very close to launching our online Award-Winning 
Fiction Programme, something that I personally am incredibly excited about! I have also been lucky 
enough to preview some of the activities we are launching for our students as part of enrichment 
and they look absolutely amazing!! Some of the Art, Music and Drama opportunities coming their 
way are fabulous and students may see me joining in with them too. PE are challenging students to 
keep active and ‘beat the teachers’ in weekly challenges which I will be featuring in my E-Assemblies 
so make sure students are keeping an eye out for these too.  

I am always proud of Year 7 but seeing how the students have coped at this time has made me burst 
and I know Mr Ahmed, the Form Tutors and all the Year 7 team share this pride. Let’s have another 
fantastic week Year 7 and remind everyone that we are the best for a reason! 

Miss Tregelles. 

 

Year 8 

I’m glad to see a number of you are trying really hard to keep up to date with school life.  

This week we (the staff) will be looking for "home school heroes".  These are students that don't just 
log on but go the extra mile and really get involved with their online lessons. I already have two 
names for next week which is excellent. I look forward to the rest later in the week.  

Look out for "make Manchester Magic" which starts next week.  

Please log on to home schooling as so many of our teachers at Manchester Academy are doing lots 
of different lings to keep you engaged. I want to see as many of you as possible on ATL1 this term.  

I genuinely look forward to the day where I get to stand in front of you to talk about these sorts of 
things.  

Mr Boyle 

 

Year 9 

This week we have seen a big increase of students attending their online lessons. Thank you very 
much to all the students that have engaged with our virtual lessons. I would like to give a special 
shout out to Aisha Mbodj for outstanding pieces of work during Ms Brogan’s English lesson and in 
Science, Putri Aisyah too for excellent work in Science, Haven Ahmed for superb interactions with 
staff members and to Nuradin Osman for his outstanding engagement during Mr Bennett’s 
construction lesson – keep it up! 



   
 

 

Last week was about concentrating on establishing good routines as Manchester Academy launched 
itself into virtual lessons. It is very important that all students establish good routines and attend 
every lesson that they have on Microsoft Teams. If students are unsure of which lessons they have 
and when, please ask them to refer to my assemblies from last week and this week.  

This week I would like to ask all the students in Y9 to focus on their wellbeing during the isolation 
period. Within this week’s assembly we tackled five strategies that can help maintain a healthy and 
positive wellbeing –  

1. Connect – Connecting with people outside the household has been difficult since the 
quarantine started. However, students should try and connect with their family and friends 
via phone, video, social media apps and email to boost their wellbeing. All Manchester 
Academy staff members are available via email and Microsoft Teams during their lesson too.  

2. Keep learning – Maintaining an active mind through learning is a perfect way to establish a 
healthy wellbeing. Attending the lessons that teachers provide online, home learning packs 
and school’s extra-curricular activities are essential. Students can also keep their mind active 
by self-learning. Online books, journals, websites and learning apps such as BBC Bitesize and 
Duolingo are available to achieve this.  

3. Take notice – Within this week’s assembly I asked the students to reflect on their own 
wellbeing. Within the assembly, students were provided with links that could help them 
achieve a positive wellbeing and to take notice of others that might be struggling during the 
isolation period.  

4. Get active – Ensuring the students remain active will provide them with better sleep, a 
healthy weight and a better outlook on life. Manchester Academy is currently providing PE 
challenges on our Instagram (@mcracademyschool) page that will aid students to get active. 
YouTube instructors such as Joe Wicks also provides free indoor PE lessons from 9am every 
weekday.  

5. Give to others – Students are also encouraged to help others during the isolation period. 
Helping others with house chores and tasks can provide a positive mindset for everyone 
involved. Speaking with friends and family to check up on their wellbeing will also lift 
wellbeing for all included. 

Finally, the Y9 weekly quiz has begun!  

Students will receive 10 questions every Wednesday in the assembly with prizes available for those 
that email the correct answers to me. This will enhance the students researching and 
communication techniques but most importantly, it’s fun.  

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas 

 



   
 

 

Year 10 

Good afternoon all, hope you are all safe and well? This week, week two of virtual learning, has been 
amazing. So many of your children are engaged and working really hard; keep it up! We have 
launched our 'Home Learning Hero' award this week and mine goes to the following pupils: firstly to 
Alessio for attending all of his Science lessons and working extremely hard; well done. Also, to 
Emerich who has attended every English lesson and sent me all of his hard work to mark - keep it up! 
They will both receive a gift card for their efforts so far 🙂🙂 

It's wonderful to see so many children really engaging and keeping up with their studies during this 
time. I am extremely proud, as always, to lead such conscientious children and I'm excited for the 
future. I've had a number of emails from staff this week asking me to remind you and your children 
the importance of participating in lessons via the timetable and Microsoft Teams - please continue 
to do this; it really is vital.  

We don't yet know when we will return to some level of normality but we are waiting patiently and 
with excitement for Year 11 and what this will bring. Prefects are the first thing I would like to focus 
on and I hope you're managing to discuss this with your children and encourage their leadership 
skills. I have had great responses for personal statements and these are simply wonderful to read. 
Keep them coming in! 

Stay safe everybody and, as always, please reach out and contact us for any support and we will do 
our best to help. 

Mrs Henzell. 

 

Year 11 

 

Ramadan Mubarak to all out Year 11 students and their families. Normally an occasion for spending 
time with your whole family and friends, communities coming together sharing their experience of 
Ramadan, attending night prayers and being thankful. I hope during this time you and your families 
are safe, enjoy Ramadan and your time of self-reflection at home.  

In sha allah that this period will soon pass, and we can celebrate Ramadan and Eid together as a 
school. 

This is a difficult time for all, and non more so for our year 11 students under the unprecedented 
circumstances to which their school experience came to a close. However, I wanted to reassure all 
parents with this message.  

Although our doors are closed, and our classrooms empty, the Academy is still here for you and 
your child. 

A weekly assembly is sent out with activities, challenges and information to engage your child. This 
week’s focus centred on remaining physically active at home and links to online learning offering 
ways to remain sharp during a lockdown environment. An online P.E lesson is available via our social 
media platforms. Free courses in Maths, Computer Science, and an AQA project have been sign 



   
 

 

posted. We launched an online completive FIFA tournament, brain teasers and guess the staff 
member quiz, images of staff from their younger years. 

Tutors are teaching remotely offering to help and guide your child in the next steps they will take 
ahead of college. Staff are regularly available via email, and our dedicated Behaviour and Climate 
team directly check in with students and their families. Under any circumstances if you need your 
school, if you need Manchester Academy please do not hesitate to call on us. We are still here and 
our passion and drive to serve you is unequivocal.  

If any parent or student needs any help or support, please feel free to contact me: 
darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org 

Stay safe, 

Mr Clarke. 
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